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However, it serves to show in what way a curriculum may
sin against the - psychological peculiarity of a pupil. In
similar fashion, certain widely accepted pedagogic principles
may .prove to be useless, if indeed not definitely harmful,
in those cases where the psychological individuality of the
pupil calls for an exclusively individual influence. Fairly
frequently we find, not only specific pedagogic rules, but the
whole educative influence in general met by an insurmountable
antagonism. In such cases we usually have to deal with
so-called neurotic children. The teacher or instructor is at
first inclined to ascribe the difficulties to the abnormal con-
stitution of the pupil, but more careful inquiry will generally
disclose the fact that the child has been brought up in a family
milieu of a peculiar kind, and of a kind which adequately
explains both the maladjustment and the inadaptability
of the pupil Such a child has developed in his home a type
of adjustment that is useless in the collective world.
It is, of course, quite outside the province of the teacher
to change the conditions in the family environment, although
often just a few suggestions to the parents can work wonders.
As a rule, however, the malady has to be cured in the child
himself, and in such a case the problem resolves itself into
finding the proper access to his specific psychology in order
to stimulate receptivity. As we have indicated, the first
requisite in such a case is a thorough knowledge of the home-
life of the pupil. We know a good deal when we understand
the causes of a ph&iomenon, but still more is required. What
we must next find out is the effects elicited in the child's
mind by external causes.
We obtain this knowledge through the thorough investiga-
tion of the psychic life-history of the child, taken both from
himself and from his milieu. Under certain conditions,
a good deal can be done with just this information. Skilful
educators have followed this method in all ages, and therefore
I need not dwell upon it.
As soon as we realize that the child has gradually developed

